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From the Pastor’s Desk
The Sunday After Easter
Easter Sunday is a hard act to follow. The Sunday after Easter mood is about like the way you
feel when you pull the car in the driveway at
the end of a long trip to some distant location.
Dinner is definitely a take-out occasion. The
return to "normal" life is a bit sluggish.
The week after Easter is a very popular time for
R&R conferences and retreats for ministers. It's
a time for all of us—but especially preachers
and choirs—to recover from the agony of Holy
Week and the ecstasy of Easter, to kick back
take it easy.
It's easy to understand. Who doesn't? It takes a
lot of overtime work to pull off those extra
Holy Week services and all the special features
and arrangements for Easter Sunday. It doesn't
take a degree in psychology to know that there's
sure to be an emotional let-down. The sound of
the Monday morning alarm clock is always a
harsh one. Much, much more so the day after
Easter. Actually—and this may sound odd at
first—every preacher knows it's very easy to
preach an Easter Sunday sermon. It's like getting a fat pitch to hit, a 3-and-2 count fastball,
with no movement, belt high, in the heart of the
plate, with runners in scoring position. Can't
miss. Just about anybody can preach a good
Easter sermon. It's the Sunday after Easter that
takes some work.
Easter kind of wears us out. It's easy to understand. But it's also unfortunate. Because the
other shoe has yet to drop. Easter is the beginning, not the conclusion. Just as our faith does
not end with Good Friday crucifixion, neither
does it end with Easter resurrection. We may be
exhausted, but the New Testament story is not.
Resurrection is certainly the pivotal moment in
this drama; but there's another act to follow.
But if you leave now . . . well, let's just say you
go home and tell your friends this play was
about spring fashions and painted eggs and
chocolate bunnies. All very delightful, of
course. Great acting; superb staging; crisp dialog; marvelous dramatic movement. But you
missed the point, because things are just now
getting interesting. If you quit reading when
Jesus is rescued from the jaws of death . . .
well, let's just say you go home and tell your
friends that this story is about getting' people to
heaven when they die.
That's the interpretation that a lot of churches
give to this story.
Lay-away theology: Give your heart to Jesus
now so you can go to heaven later. Easy installments of weekly church attendance.
Transport theology: Buy your ticket now in
case the glory train comes early. Then just hang
out 'til the whistle blows. Nothing else much
matter much once your ticket's in hand.

Life insurance theology: Once you read the
policy and make arrangements for the payments, you file it away (and hope you don't
have to cash it in any time soon).
But the New Testament story of Easter is different. Resurrection is not life insurance, to be
used only in case of emergency. It's more like
mobilization orders for someone in the National Guard. The action has just begun. Resurrection, as Clarence Jordan says, is God's
refusal to stay on the other side of the grave.
"God raised Jesus, not as an invitation to us to
come to heaven when we die, but as a declaration that He himself has not established permanent residence on earth. The resurrection
places Jesus on this side of the grave, here and
now, in the midst of this life. The Good News
of the resurrection is not that we shall die and
go home with him but that he is risen and
comes home with us, bringing all his hungry,
naked, thirsty, sick, prisoner brothers and sisters with him."
After the resurrection, Jesus suddenly appears
among the disciples and says, "Peace be to
you," he says. He asks why they're still in hiding. "Why are you troubled?” as if he didn't
know. And did you notice what came next?
Before the disciples even have a chance to
respond, Jesus asks if they have anything to
eat.
Seems like everywhere Jesus went in the Gospel stories, food gets passed around. Actually,
this is no coincidence, but an important clue
about his mission and ours.
After repeating the same teaching he had
given just a little earlier to the two disciples on
the road to Emmaus, about how God was fulfilling what was written in Hebrew Scripture,
Jesus formally swears them in as witnesses to
this new reality—a reality not really new but
only hidden and now made manifest. "And
behold, I send the promise of my Abba upon
you," he says.
So don’t short change yourself, like I said,
Easter is the beginning, not the conclusion. Be
a part of His work here at Bethel, in this community and in His Kingdom. If you’re not sure
where to serve, come see me, we’ll pray and
figure it out together!

Schedule of Events
May Events
5/1

AWANA-Mother’s Day Project

5/4

Bethel Yard Sale-8:00-1:00-See
Joanie DeShazo for info and rent a
space!

5/4

1st Saturday Gospel Sing-Virginia
Singers and Amy Ladd-6:00pm
Outreach Center-Love Offering

5/6

Deacon’s Bible Study-7:30pm

5/7

Church Council Meeting 7:30Old Fellowship Hall

5/8

Business Meeting-7:00pm
Sanctuary

5/12

Mother’s Day-Baby DedicationSee Pastor Gary if interested!

5/18

Patawomeck Fund Raiser

5/19

Children’s Painting Party

5/20

CARE Visits-Meet 10:15
Outreach Museum

5/20

Deacon’s Bible Study-7:30pm

5/22

AWANA Store Night-6:30pm

5/27

MEMORIAL DAYChurch Offices are Closed

5/29

AWANA-Closing CeremonySanctuary-NO BIBLE STUDY or
PRAYER MEETING

On the Journey Together!
Pastor Gary
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Nursery
May 5, 2019
Becky and Johnny Wright
May 12, 2019
TBD
May 19, 2019
TBD
May 26, 2019
Jennifer Hamm

Children's Church
May 5, 2019
Crystal and Hannah Loving
May 12 , 2019
Becky and Johnny Wright
May 19, 2019
Mike and Shannon Carter
May 26, 2019
Missy and Bruce Sullivan

Counting
Committee
May 5, 2019
Sandy Jett, Nancy Galyen
& Tina Lynn
May 12, 2019
Crystal Loving, Carol Jarrett
& Harry Bradshaw
May 19, 2019
Carla Cooper, Pennie
Walker & Bobby Samuels
May 26, 2019
Joanie DeShazo, Tammy
DeJean & Mike Short

FROM THE CHOIR LOFT

Hello Bethel!
They say April showers bring May flowers, and I truly feel showered
in the Lord’s blessings! The month of April was SO busy but we made
it through and none of could have happened without all of the commitment to our music ministry demonstrated by the members of the
choir as well as the members of the congregation who participated in
our April/Easter events. Now on to May flowers!
We’re slowing down just a little, but don’t be fooled! There are still
several opportunities to get involved in the music ministry here at
Bethel.
On May 19th, the Bethel Children’s Choir will be presenting for the
first time! Make sure you attend the 11:00 am service. You won’t
want to miss it! Parents/Guardians, make sure your child is in the
Sanctuary at 10:00 am, May 19th for rehearsal/sound check.
If you have a child/grandchild in K-5th grade that is interested in being a part of the children’s choir, our next rehearsal will be during
Sunday School time, starting at 10:00 am, in the choir room!
Summer is quickly approaching and we’ve got some special things
planned. Keep your ears and your eyes open for more information on
those! I’d like to, once again, reach out to anyone looking to join the
Music ministry, and remind my brothers and sisters in Christ, that no
prior
experience or particular skill is needed to join the music ministry.
Only a desire and passion to praise and worship our Lord, Jesus
Christ, in song.
Let’s continue to “Make A Joyful Noise!”
Allyson Dodson
Director of Music
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May 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1AWANA

Thu
2

Fri
3

Mother’s Day
Crafts

5

6

Communion

12

13

7Church

8Business

Council Mtg.

Meeting

14

15

Sat
4Gospel Sing
6pm-Outreach
Bethel Yard
Sale 8-1

9

16

10

17

Mother’s Day
Baby
Dedication

11

18

May 5, 2018
Rudy Griffith
540-373-1447

May 12, 2019
Charles “CJ” Jones
912-409-7199

May 19, 2019
Steve Smith
540-429-6289
May 26, 2019
Bruce Sullivan
540-907-8696

Patawomeck
Fund Raiser

19 Chil-

20

dren’s
Painting
Party

CARE Visits

26

27

21

22AWANA 23

24

Store Night

25Allyson’s
Wedding

May 5, 2019

28

Memorial Day
Office Closed
No WOM
Meeting

29

30

AWANA
Closing
Ceremony

31

1Family GolfSee Bruce
Sullivan

FROM CHILDREN’S CORNER

Hello Bethel Families!!
Greetings from the Children's Ministry!!
Looking forward into May...Mother's Day, 5/12, we'll be doing a fun craft in Children's Church!! Sunday, 5/19, children's painting party. Details TBA. Wednesday, 5/22,
AWANA Store Night. Wednesday, 5/29, come join us for our
AWANA Closing Celebration. Looking forward to another
busy and fun month praising our Lord and Savior!!
Many blessings,
Shannon W. Carter
Director of Children's Ministry

Chuck Ross
William Hicks
Wardlow Trainor Steve Smith
May 12, 2019
Rudy Griffith
“CJ” Jones
Keegan McIntyre Jerry Reed
May 19, 2019
Bruce Sullivan

Buzz Green

Brian Pellegrino John Lightner
May 26, 2019
Brandon Short

Mike Short

Alex Barlas

Chris Lynn
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5/1

5/8

Breakfast

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE

Lasagna

5/15

Chicken Barbque

5/22

Spaghetti

5/29

Fried Chicken

Adults $4.00/ Children $3.00/Children under 3-*FREE*
($20 Family Limit)

Sunday
9:15 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

Deacon Prayer Ministry
Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Worship Service

Wednesday
5:45 PM Dinner-Outreach Center
6:30 PM Children Activities
6:45 PM Youth Group
7:00 PM Prayer Meeting
7:00 PM Bible Study-Upstairs Classroom
7:45 PM Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary

