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Accept the Urgency

Have you ever wondered why our church is not
growing at the rate of many newer church plants or
even other established churches in our community?
As your pastor, | can promise you that | have thought
about this question more than once! Yet, the more |
pray and the more | read about this topic, the more
convinced | am that the answer is not found in having
more ‘relevant messages’ or ‘upbeat music’ or
‘casual attire’ or any of the other myriad of solutions
provided in the typical church growth manuals.
Friends, | believe the answer is simple and it was

given to us some 2,000 years ago by Jesus himself...

It is called the Great Commission!

| have come under heavy conviction the past 6
months that |, as your pastor, needed to become
much more intentional in helping us become a Great
Commission Church. How do we do that? | believe
the first step is to accept the urgency! As | was
thinking about my personal need to accept the
urgency and as | was praying for God'’s vision for our
church in 2012, 1 was led to the following article
which | thought summed up everything | was thinking
and feeling so clearly that | felt compared to save it
and share it with you! As you read, it is my prayer
that God will speak to your heart, as He did mine,
and that together we will Finally accept the reality of
the situation that is around us and commit to do
everything we can, with God’s help, to make a real
and lasting difference in our community!

The following article entitled “Accept the Urgency”
was written by Ronnie Floyd who is the senior pastor
of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas and was
adapted from his latest book ‘Our Last Great Hope
(Thomas Nelson, 2011). It was published in the
Winter 2012 Pastor’s Edition of On Mission
Magazine. It is my prayer that these words will speak
to your heart (as they did mine!) and that you will be
challenged in 2012 to join me in accepting the
urgency!

“Christmas 2010. New York City. Jeana and | stood
quietly in tribute, watching the NYC police and
reflecting on the raw courage and dedication they
revealed on 9/11/2001. Tonight's occasion was a
calm one: a tree-lighting ceremony. There was no
particular sense of urgency in these preparations.
How different from that Tuesday morning nine years
earlier. The emergency of 9/11 materialized quickly,
incredibly, and there was no time to think or plan or
debate- just to rescue lives, as many and as quickly
as possible.

Urgency. That's the word for a moment of supreme

clarity, of surging adrenaline. Any other time, we
have any number of subjects revolving through our
minds. Then, in the moment of decision, there is
only one thing that matters, one thing to confront.
And the stakes tend to be very high.

Most of us know the death count from 9/11, but we'll
never know the life count. How many were saved by
the sense of urgency manifest in the NYC rescue
workers? What might the death toll have been if the
rescuers hadn’t been prepared or taken the threat
seriously?

The Bible tells us of both a heaven and a hell. We
have a limited amount of time and opportunity to let
God use us to rescue others from hell. The vital
signs of the world and the church say we have one
last great hope- to awaken the Great Commission in
all His disciples. The mission is urgent to say the
least.

The comparison to the rescues of September 11,
2001 is an apt one, but the rescues of the Great
Commission are more critical — souls in the billions
instead of thousands. The problem is the CNN isn’t
covering this rescue situation. Most of the world has
no idea that lives- eternal lives- are in the balance.
Even for the church, it's business as usual rather
than an earnest, courageous rush to do the work of
God while there is still time.

As Jeana and | watched the police, | also wondered,
How many of them need rescuing? Did | feel a
sense of urgency for someone to share the gospel
with them? With the people around us in the crowd?
With the food servers and shop cashiers and flight
attendants we'd seen in the last day or so? | stood
with my hands in my pockets and tried to imagine
these police, with their own hands in their pockets,
on 9/11. What if the news cameras had shown them
rubbernecking as the building burned, as people
leaped from 90 floors above? What if the rescue
workers had been casual spectators rather than
courageous heroes? As | thought, What does God
see when He looks at me? At my church? At the
Christians of the world? We're just a vast number of
Planet Earth rescue workers with our hands in our
pockets, gawking as the earth goes up in flames.

Of course, the rescue crew was very successful on
September 11. Thanks be to God that they were.
Now | want to be successful, too. | want all of us to
feel a sense of urgency, to rush into the fire to
rescue souls, as many and as quickly as possible.”

Wishing you and your family the Happiest of New
Years, Pastor Jim, Jennifer, and Bella Grace




Weekly Budget Reports
Budget Report 11/27/11 Budget Report 12/4/11
January 1st Weekly Budget Need $ 5,174.00 Weekly Budget Need $ 5,174.00
Jennifer Hamm & Darlene Newton
General Fund $ 3,358.00 General Fund $ 5,252.21
January 8th Tree of Lights $  110.00 | Fellowship Dinner $ 45.00
Chris & Tina Lynn WEEKLY TOTAL $ 3,468.00 | CARE Banquet $  100.00
Brotherhood $ 20.00
January 15th AWANA $ 69.75
Scarlett Shelton & Pam ElTIgO Lottie Moon Oﬁering $ 1,291 .00
Poinsettias $ 20.00
January 22nd Tree of Lights $ 10.00
Carla Cooper WEEKLY TOTAL $ 6,807.96
January 29th
Rick & Jody Gouley Budget Report 12/11/11 Budget Report 12/18/11
Children's Weekly Budget Need $ 5,174.00 Weekly Budget Need $ 5,174.00
%m,, Church General Fund $ 3,789.63 | General Fund $ 8,164.94
J 1st Tree of Lights $ 20.00 | Building Fund $ 20.00
Al a;EIJ_ary ss " Building Fund — Extra Prin. $ 5,000.00 | Building Fund — Extra Prin. $ 50.00
an & lara swilley Lottie Moon Offering $ 85.00 | Lottie Moon Offering $ 25.00
J 8th Poinsettias $ 100.00 Community Outreach $ 1,000.00
_vanuary WEEKLY TOTAL $ 899463 | WEEKLY TOTAL $ 9,259.94
Mike & Shannon Carter
January 15th
Gusty Mcintyre & Tammy Doornbos
Y Y Y Sunday School Attendance Reports
January 22nd
Gina Bullock & Kim Crosslin November 27_, 2011 é)J\Y SC/Y December 4,_ 2_011
Members 93 Visitors 8 S Q Members 94 Visitors 6
Total 101 Total 100

January 29th
Karen & Kathryn Lenox

December 18, 2011

December 11, 2011
Members 107 Visitors 5

——————————— Members 82 Visitors 7

TR @tChthe Total 112
S »;(:i/ o Committee
ki
January 1st L
Vallerie Krain, Carol Jarrett & | What the New Year Offers . ‘\ ﬁ/‘
Tommy Kirtley . A

* A fresh start in the totality of our life. x x
January 8th
Tara Swilley, Kim Crosslin & |, A chance to do good things for others, especially 2%@ 2

Bobby Samuels
y older members of our church family.
January 15th

Sandy Jett, Lauren Davis & | « An opportunity to plan better for the future, including ° 0
Harry Bradshaw : . L
the use of our time, talent and possessions.
o

January 22nd
Pam Errigo, Tina Lynn & « A challenge to read the Bible and helpful books about °
Karen Wible . . ) °

living according to God'’s plan.
January 29th

Tara Swilley, Kim Crosslin &
Bobby Samuels




Bethel Baptist.... Can’t Miss Events

Community Outreach Event

A

FROM THE CREATORS of FIREPRGDF

COURAGEOU

HONOR BEGINS AT HOME

January 29t at 5:30 pm

Join us for a pizza dinner before the movie at 5:00 pm.

Four men, one calling: To serve and protect. When tragedy strikes
home, these men are left wrestling with their hopes, their fears, their faith,
and their fathering. Protecting the streets is second nature. Raising their
children in a God-honoring way? That's courageous.

FREE DINNER & MOVIE NIGHT
Sunday, January 29th * 5:00 pm
Join us for a showing of COURAGEQUS

Call 371-3650 or visit www.bethelbaptistva.org

Upcoming Events
Communion Service

Our next Communion service will be held on Sunday,
January 1st at 11:00 am.
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Deacon’s Meeting

Our next Deacon’s Meeting will be held on Monday,
January 9th at 7:00 pm.

4 Ileaclms
& J List

January 1st
Bootsie Bullock
540-371-8056

January 8th
John Chance
540-370-1752

January 15th
Rev. Artie Curtis
540-373-5901

January 22nd
Allan Swilley
540-288-3256

January 29th
Gusty Mclntyre
540-273-9449

USHERS

Usher-Group lll January 1st

D. White H. Shelton
P. Carter W. Trainor
W. Washington

Usher-Group | January 8th

H. Bradshaw E. Crosslin
B. Samuels M. Carter
R. Griffith

Usher-Group Il January 15th

A. Swilley R. Gouley
B. Bullock G. Carter
G. Mclintyre

Usher-Group lll January 22nd

D. White H. Shelton
P. Carter W. Trainor
W. Washington

Usher-Group | January 29th

H. Bradshaw
B. Samuels
R. Griffith

E. Crosslin
M. Carter
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Genesis
1-3

January Bible Reading

Mon

Genesis
4-6

Tue

Genesis
7-9

Wed

Genesis
10-12

Thu

Genesis
13-15

Fri

Genesis
16-18

Genesis
19-21

Genesis
22-24

Genesis
25-27

10

Genesis
28-30

11

Genesis
31-33

12

Genesis
34-36

13

Genesis
37-39

14

Genesis
40-42

15

Genesis
43-46

16

Genesis
47-50

17

Exodus
1-3

18

Exodus
4-6

19

Exodus
7-9

20

Exodus
10-12

21

Exodus
13-15

22

Exodus
16-18

23

Exodus
19-21

24

Exodus
22-24

25

Exodus
25-27

26

Exodus
28-30

27

Exodus
31-33

28

Exodus
34-36

29

Exodus
37-40

30

Leviticus
1-3

31

Leviticus
4-6

Women on Mission

Women on Mission is a missions organization within WMU for women (age 18 and up)

through which women pray for and give to missions, do missions, learn about missions,
grow spiritually toward a missions lifestyle!

Discover the Joy of Missions! Get involved in our missions projects...

The January W.O.M. project is to collect non-perishable food items for the
Fredericksburg Area Food Bank. This will be a church-wide service project.

Fredericksburg
dRea FOOoD BaNK‘(ffﬂn\

Would you like to put a smile on thousands of faces in the Fredericksburg area? You can...it's so easy. A
gift to the Fredericksburg Area Food Bank will help fill hungry tummies and put smiles on the faces of those
who desperately need our help!



http://www.fredfood.org/

January Church Calendar

\Y[e]g] Tue Wed Thu Fri

1

Communion New Year's Awana

Sunday Holiday Resumes
Church Office Closed 6:30 pm

9

Deacon’s Mtg.
7:00 pm

20
Youth
Midnight
Madness
7:30 pm

23 28

CARE Ministry MAN-HOUR
10:30 am Breakfast

8:00 am

29 30

Youth LOL | WOM Meeting
_ 7:00 pm

Courageous St
5:30 pm 2

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE WEDNESDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE

9:00 AM Praise Team Practice 5:45 PM Fellowship Meal
9:30 AM Deacon Prayer Ministry 6:30 PM Awana
10:00 AM Sunday School 6:30 PM Fortress Youth Group
11:00 AM Worship Service 6:45 PM Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
8:00 PM Choir Practice




Bethel Banner

<R,
-

o =

4

S il <
——

"THIS -
MONTH

D —
1/03  Seiber Mellott
1/03  Jean Newton
1/04 Laura Catlett
1/04 Nancy Galyen
1/05 Mason Baxter
1/05 Tiffany Burchell
1/06  Kaitlyn Sullivan
1/12  Christina Blume
1/16  Sarah Baca
1/17  Scott Uchyitil
1/18  Jim Davidson
1/22  Lydia Bullock
1/23  Paula Schenemann

1/28 Tammy Doornbos
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Anniversaries

1/13 Allan & Tara Swilley
1/14 Gary & Shelly Sullivan

1/19 Tommy & Elizabeth
Kirtley

1/24 Scott & Kathy Uchytil
1/28 Dave & Nancy Galyen
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Winter is a difficult time for people
in need, so make this scarf to help
someone stay warm.

What you need:
* Medium-weight polar
fleece, 60" standard width
(a 9" portion will make
one scarf)
* Scissors
* An adult to help

What you do:

1. Cut a piece of medium-
weight polar fleece to the
size of 60" x 9". Cut the
fabric across its width so
the material is stretchy.

2. Trim off the edge binding.
To add “fringe” along each
end, make a 6"-long cut
every half inch.

3. For curly fringe, pull each
strand and then let go
sharply. Another attractive
option is to tie an over-
hand knot at the top of
each strip.

4. Donate your scarf to a
local group that helps
people in need. For greater
impact, encourage your
Sunday school classmates
or other friends to make
scarves, too.

\

A caring disciple

In Acts 9, Peter tells of a woman who lived in Joppa.
She performed good works and helped the poor. Solve the
puzzle below to reveal this disciple’s two names.

Instructions: Cross out the letters that spell each object and write the remaining letter
on the blank.

_adcltne -
____rohmtag-—
____srgbape-—-- T
____rbieda--—-
_ pehtshred—
____rdhaenlca

_______________

Awana resumes
January 4th
at 6:30 pm!

SEDI0(] “eYIIqE], [SIoMSUY




In the Mailbox

We would like to say “thank you” for the Christmas bonuses,
cards and gifts you so generously gave us. You have truly
blessed our hearts!
In Christian Love,
Jim, Jennifer and Bella Davidson
Tammy Doornbos and Darlene Woody

MAN-HOUR Breakfast @,k;

Saturday, January 28th at 8:00 am
|| -y
L\

Men, Come GET CONNECTED by joining us for the MAN-HOUR in N

the outreach center at church! This is a time dedicated to reaching

and ministering to the MEN of our church and community!

We would love to have you bring a friend and come join us for a time of food,
faith, and fellowship as we CONNECT with GOD, ONE ANOTHER and OUR
COMMUNITY!

January Youth Events

Midnight Madness 0 1

Friday January 20th from 7:30 pm to 1:00 am ‘J\‘Llﬁ"

Join us for a GLOWING EXPERIENCE! You get to stay out 7
late, eat your fill, hang out with friends, and have a great y
time!!! We will meet at the church at 7:30 p.m. and head to

Cici’s pizza for dinner. At 10:00 p.m. we will arrive at Liberty Center
to enjoy a few hours of iIGLOW BOWLO .Be sure to wear white so
you can GLOW too. We will return to the church at 1:00 a.m. The
cost is $10.00 for bowling plus $3.50 for shoes. You will also need
money for dinner. Be sure to join us and bring a friend...or TWO!

LOL Lunch
Sunday, January 29th

We’'re heading to an unknown destination to be a blessing to
unknown people. Never fear! God knows the plan! (Jer. 29:11) 0
Bring money for lunch and clothes to work in. Join us to spend the
afternoon being a blessing to others.

Prayer List
Hospital

Home
Janine Armstrong
Kathy Burant
David Cartwright
James Dobson
Carl Griffith
Nan James
Charlie Jones
Daniel Lamboy
Deanna McGatha
Skyler Mosher
Austin Payne Sr.
Austin Payne, Jr.
Hunter Pitts
Marie Rollins
Annette Samuels
Barbara & Roland Sullivan
Tara Swilley
Barbara & William Young

Shut-Ins
Ruby Bourne
Eleanor Carrington
Annie Catlett
Elbert Childress
Nannie Dobson
Norman Frost
Jean Newton

Nursing Home
Velma Carter
Lucy Cox
Irene Joyce
James Merritt
Tom Payne
Elizabeth Shelton

Military
Donald Blume-Guam
Michael Blume-Hawaii
Scott Uchytil-Afghanistan
Jason Noirris - Iraq
29th Infantry Division
Eddie Burton

Sympathy
Family of Betty Chance
Family of Jean Clare
Family of Eddie Carr
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SERVICE SCHEDULE

Sunday
9:00 AM Praise Team Practice
90% of people come to church 9:30 AM Deacon Prayer Ministry
_ 10:00 AM Sunday School
because someone inv tqHOOBAIOIeWoerShipService

Invite a Friend Who did you invite today? V\gegg Iisl\?ayFellowship Meal
6:30 PM Awana
6:30 PM Fortress Youth Group
6:45 PM Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
8:00 PM Choir Practice

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM




